
1 of 5. 

User Guide to the 1766 Religious Census Gold Seam in the  
Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland. 
Every name known to survive from the 1766 survey is now included in the Virtual 
Treasury  - over 50,000 in total. For the first time since 1922 they are all available in one 
place.   

Use the link above or navigate from the virtualtreasury.ie main webpage  

● select Gold Seams  
● from the list on the right select the 1766 Religious Census Gold Seam 
● Click Explore.  

The 1766 census material can be examined in two ways:  Browse and Search. 

1) Browse the 1766 census collections:  

For example, National Archives, Ireland, surviving originals 

Below the main search box, on the right, click Browse this Gold Seam. You will see a 
list of five collections – National Archives, Ireland (NAI), Public Record Office of 
Northern Ireland (PRONI), Representative Church Body Library (RCBL) and the Virtual 
Record Treasury of Ireland (VRTI). These collections are opened and closed by clicking 
the arrow to the left of each title. 

 

To view images of the surviving original items in the National Archives, Ireland (NAI): 

● click the NAI arrow to show items in that collection  
● open the first item NAI IHP/1 – Religious Census 1766. 

Click arrow to open a 
collection 

https://www.virtualtreasury.ie/gold-seams/1766-religious-census
https://www.virtualtreasury.ie/
https://www.virtualtreasury.ie/gold-seams/1766-religious-census
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Select the arrow to the left of any item to open that original census return, view high-
quality images of the document, and search the text. 

 

 

  

Click to view the first item in the 
NAI 1766 Census collection 

Use these arrows to move forward 
or back through the document. 

Search the text 
within the 

document. 

Click to read a transcription. 

Open / Close the side panel  

Use your mouse to 
grab the image and to 

zoom in/out.  
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The Virtual Record Treasury of Ireland (VRTI) unified collection allows you to 
browse by location. 

The Virtual Record Treasury collection brings together all surviving names from the 1766 
census. In one location you can browse surviving 1766 records for all dioceses and civil 
parishes. For each 1766 return shown we have aimed to make every nugget of 
information available.  

Here the records are arranged by diocese. Click the arrow to the left of any diocese to 
see all available parishes. 

 

Every single name or abstract detail surviving from the 1766 religious census, from 
every archive, is available in the VRTI unified collection.  

2) Search the 1766 religious census collections. 

On the 1766 Religious Census Gold Seam page, simply enter some text in the search 
box and click Search. Any text can be entered here, but placename or surname 
searches are the most common. 

 

For example, this search for Achonry diocese produces twenty-nine results. 

If this icon is 
highlighted names are 

available. 

Icon not highlighted – no census names, but 
other useful information may be available.  

 

Enter search text (surname, placename etc.). 
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The 1766 Census record for one parish: Kilmacteige in Achonry Diocese (top of page): 

 

Scroll down to see the bottom of a record page. 

  

Searching the Gold Seam for 
Achonry produced 29 results. 

Add another 
word to search 
within these 29 
Achonry results. 

Click to see 1766 census 
page for Kilmacteige parish. 

Click here to jump down to the 
transcribed names. 

Click to read more about 
these census details  
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The 1766 Census record for Kilmacteige parish, Achonry Diocese (bottom of page): 

 

All names and details as shown in the 
surviving original or transcript.  

Scroll-bar to move down through the list.  


