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New Approaches to Old Problems 

Sometimes you must take a fresh look at long-standing problems to find some new 
inspiration . . . 	

Featured Speaker: D Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, FUGA 

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, FUGA, is a nationally known and recognized genealogist.
Passionate about the diverse and dynamic field of family history. Joshua is the president of the 
New York Genealogical & Biographical Society (NYG&B), an 
organization dedicated to preserving the stories of all New Yorkers. 
Previously, Joshua volunteered in leadership positions for the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies and other organizations. In 2017, Joshua was 
named as one of Library Journal’s “Movers and Shakers” and in 2022 
was named as a Fellow of the Utah Genealogical Association. A popular 
author and speaker, Joshua has been a coordinator for courses at the Salt 
Lake Institute of Genealogy (SLIG) and the Genealogical Research 
Institute of Pittsburgh (GRIP) and is the recipient of RootsTech’s 
Distinguished Presenter Award. He holds an MLS (Archival 
Management) and an MA (history) from Simmons College, has been a 
featured genealogist on Who Do You Think You Are? and can be seen taking America through 
their past as a host on the popular PBS series Genealogy Roadshow. 
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Bridging the Gap: Finding Ancestors in the United 
States between 1780 and 1840 

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, FUGA
djoshuataylor.com │ josh@djoshuataylor.com 

Understanding the Gap 
Before understanding how to bridge the gap between 1780 and 1840, 
it is essential to know and understand why the “gap” commonly occurs. 
While the United States was working to develop record-keeping 
systems (both local and nationally), the country was rapidly expanding 
in both size and population. The former British colonists began to 
move west towards the Ohio River Valley and beyond.   

At the same time, a shift in the role of religion in communities also changed. Immediately 
following the Revolution, estimates show only 1 in 4 (25%) of Americans were members of a 
particular religious group. This fact affected the recording of marriages, baptisms, and burials 
throughout the country. These factors create a “gap” in many genealogical records for this 
period.     

Strategies 
Several approaches exist for overcoming the gap between 1780 and 1840. These methods 
and strategies often require genealogists to reexamine previous research while conducting 
additional research in original records and most importantly taking the time to analyze 
research results.  Strategies include: 

Analyze existing records and research 
It is essential to analyze record indexes and compilations relating to the region(s) or 
surname(s) where an ancestor resided. This process includes re-reading personal 
research notes and analyzing records you have already examined. This strategy also 
includes finding the original sources to any compiled, abstracted, or transcribed 
records.  

Recognize limitations  
To bridge the gap, genealogists must recognize the realities of any situation. A region 
might include numerous instances of individuals with similar surnames; however, 
there is no guarantee that they are all “brothers” or family members who “migrated 
together.”  
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Expand the search 
Genealogists should learn to examine materials beyond standard genealogical records 
and resources. Place a family’s events and surroundings within their historical context 
as research progresses. Reading articles and other publications written by professional 
genealogists and historians can assist in this strategy. JSTOR <jstor.org> is an online 
database containing digitized pages from hundreds of scholarly publications and is 
generally available through public and college and university libraries.   

Collections exist in special collections and archival repositories across the United 
States that can be key for researching during this period. Resources to find these 
materials include: 

ArchiveFinder <archives.chadwyck.com> 
Subscription service containing a directory of 5,596 repositories, including the 
National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections (NUCMC).  Available at most 
major libraries and universities.   

ArchiveGrid <researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid> 
A service provided by OCLC, containing thousands of collections from 
repositories throughout the United States. 

Records for Bridging the Gap 
Employ a variety of records, including traditional genealogical sources, to bridge the gap. 
When working with conventional genealogical sources, consider new and different methods 
of researching or analyzing records. Enlist the following collections as you bridge the gap:  

Church records 
During this period, church records become crucial to finding birth, marriage, and 
death records. In addition, the Second Great Awakening offered our ancestors a 
multitude of churches to join, leading to the creation of records in minute books, 
diaries, and other accounts.  

Land records 
Land records can provide information beyond the selling and buying of land. It is 
essential to analyze deed records thoroughly and to trace the origins of the property 
bought by those in “the gap.” 

Tax records 
While tax records do not provide detailed genealogical information, collectively, they 
can provide information regarding ages, probate processes, and other sources. 
Changes in an individual’s taxes can indicate land sales, inheritance, or additional 
information. Like other records, a careful examination of the tax records for an 
ancestor is an essential step in bridging the gap. 
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Probate files 
Understanding the elements of the probate process is essential when using these 
materials to bridge the gap. It is always important, when researching in probate 
records, to obtain the full probate packet – rather than one or two pages from the 
probate books. Carefully examine the debts and credits involved in the estate as they 
often can include family members, in-laws, or other close relations of an individual and 
can help to bridge the gap.  
 
Early American Imprints 
Single page broadsides, pamphlets, and multi-volume works comprise Early American 
Imprints. Currently, these imprints are available online in two series. The first, Series I, 
known as “Evans,” covers 1690 through 1800. The second, Series II, known as 
“Shoemaker-Shaw” includes 1801 through 1819. 
 
Imprints often contain pertinent genealogical information that is useful in bridging 
the gap, including sermons, laws, cookbooks, music, court records, histories, etc. They 
can also contain names, dates, locations, events, and are helpful in establishing and 
building historical context. These databases are generally available at major public 
libraries, universities, and other major research repositories, and are part of the Archive 
of Americana database group produced by Readex <readex.com/products/early-
american-imprints1639-1819>. 
 
Compiled genealogies 
Compiled genealogies rarely include information from original sources and instead 
rely upon secondary materials. For example, if a member of the family migrated to the 
West, it is possible information regarding their lives was unavailable when compiling a 
published genealogy  
 
Listings, especially between the years of 1780 and 1840, are 
not always “complete,” as presented in a compiled 
genealogy. Research has proven that authors of compiled 
genealogies did not have the resources to examine complete 
probate, land, vital, or other records when producing their 
works. Compiling a “complete record” of an American 
colonist’s descendants is a colossal undertaking, one that was 
often impossible at the turn of the 20th-century.  

 
Local histories 
While some local histories contain genealogical sections, which might include detailed 
family sketches, it is also important to read and “digest” the historical information 
provided about any areas where a family might have lived. Even published local 
histories lacking a direct reference to an ancestor can still yield pertinent information 
to your search.  
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Newspapers 
Thousands of local newspapers are available in digital (and searchable) formats 
through a variety of online databases (though many remain on microfilm at various 
repositories). Early American Newspapers <readex.com/products/early-american-
newspapers-1690-1922> and Nineteenth U.S. Newspapers <gale.com/c/nineteenth-
century-us-newspapers> are just two databases containing a vast collection of these 
materials. From 1780 to 1840, newspapers can include notices of estates, vital events, 
legal proceedings, and other essential details.  
 
Political affiliations  
Understanding the issues and contexts an ancestor lived within can help provide clues 
as to their political affiliations and provide information to bridge the gap. A search of 
membership lists or published correspondence might quickly identify an individual’s 
political association. In other cases, a careful analysis of genealogical and historical 
materials can reveal an individual’s political affiliation.  

 
Most ancestors will reveal their most active affiliations in local party politics. A starting 
point to discovering which party (or parties) an ancestor might have affiliated with is 
to investigate the local political environment in which they lived. Several resources 
exist to determine this information:  
 

- Statewide or regional histories often include entire sections devoted to the 
political atmosphere in the area.  

- Scholarly articles and studies often detail political atmospheres in towns, 
counties, or states.  

- Local newspapers usually print election results, party propaganda, platforms, 
and other information regarding local political issues.  

- Party histories may provide local information.  
 
War of 1812 and Revolutionary War pensions 
When applying for pensions, had to provide proof of their service. Many turned to 
fellow soldiers to offer their own accounts. Do not disregard these records, as an 
ancestor may have provided an affidavit or other document for a fellow soldier, 
neighbor, sibling, or friend. If a direct ancestor did not file for a pension record, look for 
pension files of others who served in the same unit or company. 

 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) materials 
Resources available from the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) <dar.org> 
include lineage applications, which often contain essential information not available 
from other locations. In addition, records from the Genealogical Records Committee 
(GRC), available onsite at the DAR Library in Washington, DC, often include unique 
transcription from cemeteries, bibles, and other sources.  

 
Ó Copyright 2004-2022, D. Joshua Taylor.  All Rights Reserved.  The material contained herein may not be reproduced, in 
whole or in part, in any format without the written consent of the author.    
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My	New	England	Research	is	Done.	Or	is	it?	
	

D.	Joshua	Taylor,	MA,	MLS,	FUGA	
josh@djoshuataylor.com	

	
Some	might	say	that	researching	families	in	New	England	is	“easy”	and	“has	all	been	done.”	
The	variety	of	source	material,	publications,	and	record	compilations	leave	New	England	
genealogists	 with	 an	 abundance	 of	 resources.	 Yet,	 even	 with	 those	 incredible	 (and	
voluminous)	resources,	a	large	number	of	unanswered	questions	remain.		
	
Many	New	England	genealogists	still	struggle	to	find	the	maiden	name	of	a	spouse,	seek	to	
identify	the	origins	of	a	New	England	colonist	or	find	their	research	encumbered	by	errors	
and	assumptions	made	by	previous	researchers.		
	
The	 pages	 of	 New	 England’s	 premier	 scholarly	 genealogical	 journal,	 the	 New	 England	
Historical	and	Genealogical	Register	are	filled	with	articles	delivering	new	content	relating	
to	New	England	families.	Consider	reviewing	the	following	articles:	
	

• Allen,	 Madeline	 McLaughlin.	 “Ancestry	 of	 Solomon	 and	 Susannah	 (Delmaater)	
Goodrich	 of	 Sharon,	 Connecticut,”	 New	 England	 Historical	 and	 Genealogical	
Register,	vol.	164	(Jan.	2010),	23-35.	

• Brandon,	John	C.	"The	1638	Immigration	of	William	Sargent	and	George	Curwen,"	
New	England	Historical	and	Genealogical	Register,	vol.	164	(Jul.	2009),	192-193.	

• Kearney,	Michael	W.	“Notes	on	the	Children	of	John	and	Mary	(Woods)	Bellows	of	
Concord	 and	 Marlborough,	 Massachusetts,”	 New	 England	 Historical	 and	
Genealogical	Register,	vol.	164	(Apr.	2010),	153-160.	

• Zubrinsky,	Eugene	Cole.	"The	Immigration	and	Marriage	of	William	Carpenter	of	
Amesbury,	Wiltshire,	and	Providence,	Rhode	Island,"	New	England	Historical	and	
Genealogical	Register,	vol.	164	(Jan.	2010),	36-40.	

	
Reviewing	 recent	 genealogical	 scholarship	 is	 essential	 when	 evaluating	 New	 England	
research.	 Begin	 a	 search	 in	 Martin	 Hollick’s	New	 Englanders	 in	 the	 1600s:	 A	 Guide	 to	
Genealogical	 Research	 Published	 Between	 1980	 and	 2010	 (Expanded	 Edition)	 while	 also	
following	the	New	England	Historical	and	Genealogical	Register,	The	American	Genealogist,	
Mayflower	 Descendant,	 and	 publications	 focusing	 on	 specific	 states	 such	 as	 The	
Connecticut	Nutmegger,	Rhode	Island	Roots,	and	The	New	Hampshire	Genealogical	Record.		
	
Original	Source	Materials	
In	addition	to	online	resources,	many	New	England	genealogists	are	familiar	with	the	New	
England	 Historic	 Genealogical	 Society	 in	 Boston	 and	 its	 website,	 AmericanAncestors	
(http://www.americanancestors.org).	 Numerous	 other	 repositories	 away	 to	 assist	 in	
discovering	New	England	families:	
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American	Antiquarian	Society	(AAS)	
The	 American	 Antiquarian	 Society	 (http://www.americanantiquarian.org)	 was	
founded	to	collect	printed	works	from	across	the	United	States.	While	its	collection	
covers	the	entirety	of	America,	the	West	Indies,	and	Canada,	a	heavy	focus	is	placed	
on	materials	from	New	England.	The	AAS	presents	a	series	of	records	online	through	
Readex	and	houses	 thousands	of	early	Newspapers	and	early	American	 imprints,	
thousands	of	collections	have	not	been	digitized	and	can	only	be	searched	onsite.		
	
Massachusetts	Historical	Society	
Founded	 in	 1791,	 the	Massachusetts	Historical	 Society	 (http://www.masthist.org)	
collects	 a	 variety	 of	 records	 relevant	 for	 genealogical	 research.	 The	 home	 of	 the	
Adams	papers	and	other	materials,	its	holdings	include	original	church	and	personal	
records	 from	 colonial	 New	 England.	 ABIGAIL,	 the	 society's	main	 online	 catalog	
(http://www.masshist.org/collections/catalogs)	is	a	key	entry	point	for	researchers.	
	
Congregational	Library		
Located	in	Boston,	the	Congregational	Library	(http://www.14beacon.org)	holds	a	
vast	 amount	 of	 resources	 related	 to	 church	 records,	 ministers,	 and	 other	 key	
materials	 for	 researching	 Congregationalist	 ancestors.	 The	 library	 includes	 a	
growing	 number	 of	 digitized	 collections	 (some	 in	 full	 color)	 and	 should	 not	 be	
overlooked	 as	 a	 source	 for	 unpublished	 religious	 records	 relating	 to	 various	
Congregational	denominations.	
	
Harvard	University	
With	over	thirty	libraries	(see	http://lib.harvard.edu/archives/index.html),	Harvard	
offers	 several	 important	 materials	 for	 genealogical	 research.	 The	 Baker	 Library	
Historical	Collections	 includes	various	business	accounts	 from	a	variety	of	 trades	
including	 farming	and	manufacturing.	For	a	 sample	of	 their	holdings,	 see	List	of	
Business	Manuscripts	in	Baker	Library,	compiled	by	Robert	W.	Lovett	and	Eleanor	
C.	Bishop	in	1969.	Widener	Library	(open	to	faculty,	staff,	students,	and	alumni	of	
Harvard)	 includes	 collections	 relating	 to	 people,	 places,	 churches,	 and	 other	
subjects.	
	
Yale	University	Manuscripts	and	Archives	
Yale	University	(http://www.library.yale.edu/mssa/)	holds	a	vast	number	of	family	
papers,	 including	many	 prominent	 New	 England	 families.	 Other	 key	 collections	
include	 the	 Connecticut	 Miscellaneous	 Manuscripts	 Collection,	 the	 Diaries	
(Miscellaneous)	 Collection,	 and	 the	 Genealogical	 Manuscripts	 Collection.	
Collections	include	a	variety	of	subjects	 including	genealogical	research,	farming,	
religion,	military	life,	student	life,	travel,	and	the	weather.	
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Special	Collections	
Numerous	special	collections	exist	 for	New	England	research	that	are	often	overlooked.	
While	many	are	available	on	microfilm,	many	have	not	been	digitized	and	are	therefore	
inaccessible	online.	For	example:	
	

Collection	of	Rhode	Island	Family	Records	
Created	by	Martha	A.	Benns,	includes	probate	abstracts	and	other	family	materials	
found	at	the	Rhode	Island	Historical	Society.	The	collection	has	been	microfilmed	
and	is	available	at	the	Family	History	Library.	
	
Corbin	Collection	
Compiled	 by	 Walter	 E.	 and	 Lottie	 A.	 Corbin	 and	 housed	 at	 the	 New	 England	
Historical	 and	Genealogical	 Society,	 includes	 records	 from	 Franklin,	Hampshire,	
and	 Hampden	 counties	 in	 Massachusetts.	 Also	 included	 are	 genealogies	 of	
Northampton’s	residences.	The	collection	has	been	microfilmed.	
	

	 Genealogical	Index	to	Rhode	Island	Records	
Created	by	Frank	T.	Calef,	 this	card	 index	housed	at	 the	Rhode	 Island	Historical	
Society	abstracts	town	vital	records,	cemeteries,	census	records,	and	other	materials.	
The	index	has	been	microfilmed	and	is	available	at	the	Family	History	Library.	
	
Holbrook	Collection	
Compiled	by	Jay	and	DeLene	Holbrook,	the	collection	includes	a	variety	of	records	
from	315	towns	in	Massachusetts.	The	collection	is	available	on	Ancestry	though	is	
not	 fully	 indexed.	 Records	 include	 town	 vital	 records,	 church	 collections,	 land	
grants,	minutes,	militia	lists,	and	other	materials.	

	
	 Rider	Collection	

Contains	 more	 than	 15,000	 books,	 periodicals,	 newspaper	 clippings,	 and	 other	
publications	from	across	Rhode	Island.	Most	materials	date	from	the	1800s	to	the	
late	1860s.	The	collection	can	be	found	at	Brown	University’s	John	Hay	Library	in	
Providence,	Rhode	Island.	
	
Elmer	I.	Shepard	Collection	of	Massachusetts	Family	Group	Sheets	
Held	at	the	Berkshire	Athenaeum	in	Pittsfield,	Massachusetts	includes	family	group	
sheets	 for	 many	 families	 in	 Hampshire,	 Franklin,	 and	 Hampden	 counties.	 The	
collection	has	been	microfilmed	and	is	available	at	the	Family	History	Library.	
	
Sprague	Collection	
Compiled	 by	 Waldo	 Chamberlain	 Sprague,	 the	 collection	 includes	 6,100	 cards	
detailing	 the	genealogies	of	 families	 from	the	Braintree,	Massachusetts	area.	The	
collection	is	available	at	the	New	England	Historic	Genealogical	Society	
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Suggested	Resources	
	
1. Anderson,	Robert	Charles.	The	Great	Migration	Directory:	Immigrants	to	New	England,	

1620-1640.	Boston:	New	England	Historic	Genealogical	Society,	2015.	
2. Anderson,	 Robert	 Charles.	 The	 Great	 Migration	 Newsletter,	 vols.	 1-25,	 Boston:	 New	

England	Historic	Genealogical	Society,	2017.	
3. Games,	Alison.	Migration	and	the	Origins	of	the	English	Atlantic	World.	Boston:	Harvard	

University	Press,	2001.	
4. Hollick,	 Martin.	 New	 Englanders	 in	 the	 1600s:	 A	 Guide	 to	 Genealogical	 Research	

Published	Between	1980	and	2010,	expanded	edition.	Boston:	MA:	New	England	Historic	
Genealogical	Society,	2011.	

5. Lainhart,	Ann	Smith.	Digging	for	Genealogical	Treasure	in	New	England	Town	Records.	
Boston,	MA:	New	England	Historic	Genealogical	Society,	1996.	

6. Leclerc,	 Michael	 J.	 Genealogist’s	 Handbook	 for	 New	 England	 Research,	 4th	 edition.	
Boston,	MA:	New	England	Historic	Genealogical	Society,	2012.	

7. Martin,	John	Frederick,	Profits	in	the	Wilderness:	Entrepreneurship	and	the	Founding	of	
New	 England	 Towns	 in	 the	 Seventeenth	 Century.	 Chapel	 Hill:	 University	 of	 North	
Carolina	Press,	1991.		

8. Salls,	Timothy,	editor.	Guide	to	the	Manuscript	Collections	of	the	NEHGS,	2nd	edition.	
Boston,	MA:	New	England	Historic	Genealogical	Society	2011.			

9. Torrey,	Clarence	Almon.	New	England	Marriages	Prior	to	1700,	reprinted	with	citations.	
Boston,	MA:	New	England	Historic	Genealogical	Society,	2011.		

10. Ullmann,	Helen	Schatvet.	A	Finding	Aid	for	Rhode	Island	Town	Records	in	Arnold's	Vital	
Records	of	Rhode	Island,	Beaman's	Rhode	Island	Vital	Records:	New	Series,	and	the	Rhode	
Island	Genealogical	Register.	Acton:	2000.	

11. Wakefield,	Robert	S.,	“The	Published	New	England	Vital	Records:	Use	With	Care,”	The	
American	Genealogist,	73	(1998):	207-08.	

12. Wright,	Carroll	D.	Report	on	the	Custody	and	Condition	of	Public	Records	of	Parishes,	
Towns,	and	Counties.	Boston:	Wright	and	Potter	Printing	Company,	1889.	

	
©2020-2022.	D.	Joshua	Taylor.	All	Rights	Reserved.	This	material	may	not	be	reproduced	(in	whole	or	in	
part)	in	any	format	without	written	permission	of	the	author.	
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Having No Children…Tracing Relatives with No Known 
Descendants 
 
D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, FUGA 
josh@djoshuataylor.com 
 
 

By the nature of the subject, genealogists often find themselves tracing individuals who left 
children (and therefore descendants) of their own. The phrase “no issue,” appears in 
numerous compiled genealogical studies to indicate that an individual did not leave any 
children of their own. A variety of circumstances can result in an individual (or couple) 
leaving no direct descendants.  
 
The stories (and records) left behind by those who did not leave direct descendants are 
worthy of investigation and preservation. Further, results from DNA testing continue to 
remind us that some relatives might have had descendants – contrary to family tradition 
or written records. 
 
Consider the following ideas and concepts when tracing relatives who have no known 
descendants. 
 

1. Never assume. 
 
DNA results surprise many genealogists when connections are made to those who 
previously were believed to have no living descendants. Always remember, though 
an individual might not have married, they certainly could have left children (and 
therefore descendants).  
 

2. A biographical approach. 
 
Researching, writing, and sharing a biographical sketch can be an important way to 
document the life of someone who might not have known descendants. Biographies 
create a record of an individual’s life that might be useful for future researchers.  
 

3. Relationships can stretch beyond biological connections. 
 
While genealogists focus on pedigree charts and family group records an individual’s 
non-biological connections can be just as important to their life. For those who did 
not marry, consider examining individuals who might have been close friends, 
caretakers, travel companions, or even romantic partners that are not easily 
identifiable within current genealogical conventions. 
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4. Look for relationships between other relatives – including nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. 
 
Extended family members often become close to one another over time. Never 
forget the relationship an individual might have had with other branches of their 
family – including in-laws – and others who came into the family during their 
lifetime.  
 
Letters, diaries, and other personal materials often yield insights into extended 
members of a family unavailable elsewhere. It is also important to examine members 
of the family who might have served as caretakers for young children as needed or 
developed close relationships later in life.  
 

5. Study the final resting place of an individual’s personal possessions. 
 
Depending on the circumstances of an individual’s death, clues relating to their 
personal possessions can be important. Perhaps that ancestor was the caretaker of 
another relative and thus inherited a number of important documents? Perhaps 
they inherited a number of family photographs and other items that others did not 
want?  

 
6. Research education, religious beliefs and occupations. 

 
A relative’s educational pursuits, occupation and religious beliefs are important 
elements to trace. Examining educational records can led to personal insights and 
alumni records provide important insights. Occupational records often reveal 
details regarding an individual’s personality. In addition to searching for a relative’s 
educational background and occupation, research should also be conducted into 
their religious beliefs. Some relatives might have devoted their lives to their 
particular religion, leaving behind a legacy and a life that can be discovered. 
Remember, local newspapers can be a terrific source for investigating the elements 
of an individual’s life. 

 
7. Gather probate and land records (where possible). 

 
When an individual with no direct descendants passed away, estate records can 
often be extremely informative. Estate inventories, lists of debts and creditors, and 
specific bequests all become important clues to genealogical researchers. Be sure 
you have collected various land and probate records relating to any immediate 
member of a family who did not leave direct descendants. 
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8. Investigate the individual’s social circle (FAN). 
 
In addition to relatives, those who came within a relative’s social circle were 
important. Close friends, associates, neighbors, and others often played a significant 
role in their lives. Social circles can also include memberships in various fraternal 
organizations, volunteer work, and associations with charitable organizations. 

 

Example 1 – Olive Kingsley of Lisbon, Connecticut 
 

“In the Name of God Amen – I Olive Kingsley of Lisbon in the County of 
New London State of Connecticut. Although laboring under great 
indisposition of body yet being of sound and disposing mind and memory 
through the mercy of God do make and ordain this my last Will and 
Testament in manner and form following (viz) First and principally I 
resign my soul with the utmost humility into the hands of Almighty God 
my Creator humbly hoping for a blessed immortality through the merits 
and meditation of my blessed savior and redeemer Jesus Christ and that 
my body may be decently buried, and as for such temporal estate as the 
Lord in his great goodness and mercy hath i[e]ntrusted me to be steward 
of I give, devise and dispose thereof as follows (viz) I will that all my debts 
and funeral charges be paid and discharged by my executor herein after 
named and to be paid and discharged out of money I have due to me from 
persons in this state excepting what expense if any may arise on account 
of my having money due to me out of this state --- I give and bequest unto 
my niece Olive Kingsley daughter of my brother Ezra Kingsley my string 
of gold bee[a]ds to be for her sold disposal forever--------------------------- 
Item, I give and bequeath unto my nephews Ezra, Thomas, Bela, and 
James Harvey sons of my brother Ezra Kingsley all my books and my silver 
buckles and my stone sleeve buttons to be for their sold benefit in equal 
shares forever---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Item, I give and bequest unto the Hanover Female Bible Society of Lisbon 
all money I shall have due to me or leave in this state due from persons in 
this state after my debts and charges are paid for to dispose of as in their 
judgement shall consider to the greatest good and lastly all that rest of 
my estate I will and bequest unto my lawful heirs in equal shares to be for 
this sole in forever – I will that Erastus Adams be my sole executor to this 
my last will and testament. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal at Lisbon the 8th day of November A.D. 1816. 

 
Source: Norwich, Connecticut, Norwich Probate District file 6288, Olive Kingsley; 
Probate Court, Norwich. 
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Example 2 – Frances (Forward) Holton 
 

WESTMINSTER 
 
Body of Mrs. Frances K. Holton Brough Here for Burial. 
 
Mrs. Frances K. Holton, whose body was brought here from Westfield, 
Mass., for burial this week, was born in Southwick, Mass., May 5, 1815 
and was the daughter of Pliny and Fanny (Root) Forward. After teaching 
for several years in New York city she married in 1839 Dr. David Parsons 
Holton of that city, a graduate of the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
of the state of New York. After residing a few years in Westport, N.Y., 
where Dr. Holton, in connection with his medical practice served for two 
years as county superintended of schools, they returned to New York 
city, which was their home until his death in 1883, with the exception of 
a few years spent in Europe, where they traveled extensively in the British 
Isles and on the continent, and resided for a time in Berlin and in Paris. 
Not long ago she gave to some of her friends a graphic account of their 
ascent of Mt. Vesuvius, while the lava from a recent eruption was not yet 
cool. After some four years they returned to New York in 1875, with their 
little daughter and the body of their son, who died in Paris, where he had 
been attending medical lectures. The eldest son had previously died in 
the home land, and soon after their return the little daughter, Minnie, 
fell a prey to diphtheria, and they were left childless. Dr. Holton was not 
only a practicing physician, but also in later life gave himself largely to 
lecturing and literary work, especially of a genealogical character. Mrs. 
Holton was for many years engaged with her husband in securing and 
arranging genealogical and biographical records of Plymouth Pilgrims 
some volumes of which have been published and others are still in 
manuscript. One large volume (Winslow Memorial, volume 2) was 
completed and published by Mrs. Holton after Dr. Holton’s death. Many 
thousands of dollars were spent by them in this work. They were largely 
influential in the formation of the New York genealogical and 
biographical society, which was organized in their parlors, and of which 
they are called the founders. 

 
Source: “Body of Mrs. Frances K. Holton Brough Here for Burial,” obituary, The 
Brattleboro (Vermont)  Reformer, 5 April 1907, p. 11, col. 5. 

St. Louis Genealogical Society Fall Speaker Series

Copyright © 2022. All Rights Reserved. Page 12



 

Example 3 – William Henry Shoup 
 

 
 
Source: Headstones Provided for Union Civil War Veterans, ca. 1879-ca. 1903, NARA 
microfilm publication M1845 (Washington D.C.: National Archives, [n.d.]), roll 19, card 
for Wm. H. Shoup, Co. D, 27th Missouri Inf. 
 

 

 
  
 
Source: Averell, Gen. William W., Report of Gen. William W. Averell, U.S. Army …to 
Gen. William B. Franklin, on inspection of branches of the national home for disabled 
volunteer soldiers, and soldiers’ and sailors’ homes in states, November 30, 1896. 
Washington DC: Government Printing Office, 1897, p. 456.  
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On and Off the Net: Locality Searching 

D. Joshua Taylor, MA, MLS, FUGA
josh@djoshuataylor.com

Why a Locality Profile? 
Genealogists can benefit by focusing on localities during their research. While 
maps, gazetteers, atlases, and other resources provide basic information relating to 
localities, other methods can be used to delve deeper into the locality where an 
ancestor lived. 

Often, genealogists might find it useful to develop “locality profiles” as they 
conduct their research. These profiles can combine timelines focusing on local 
events (such as epidemics, legislative changes, boundary changes, etc.) with other 
elements to assist genealogists as they research. Profiles can be created as a simple 
text document, a spreadsheet, or in a collaboration tool such as GoogleDocs. Treat 
your locality profile as a “living document,” that is consistently updated and 
improved upon.  

A sample profile might contain the following sections: 

Maps 
Include a variety of maps (both modern and old), showing historical and 
current boundary lines for counties and towns. Maps can also show 
migration routes and geographical features.  

Historical Sketch/Timeline 
Develop a brief timeline depicting major events in the locality with an 
overview of larger, national events.  

Records 
Track information on the available records, including the year of creation, 
repository, and other information. Enlist record surveys, such as those 
created by the Works Projects Administration (WPA) Historical Record 
Surveys, where available.  

Other Information 
Sections devoted to information relating to churches, cemeteries, and other 
factors that might be useful as you continue your genealogical search. 
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Developing Locality Profiles 
There are several printed resources that can be used to research any locality. With 
today’s technologies, many of these printed resources are available online through 
databases or other projects. 
County Histories 
While county histories can contain detailed biographical sketches, they often also 
contain important historical information relating to a locality. In order to develop 
a strong profile of any locality, consider reading or browsing through the county 
history – even if an ancestor’s name does not appear in the index. 

 
Scholarly Historical Publications 
While printed local histories can provide important information for researching 
localities, articles published in scholarly historical journals can hold important 
clues for any researcher. Because these articles are usually peer-reviewed before 
publication), and are written by professional historians, they generally provide 
citations from original sources or other published resources that might be useful 
for additional research. 

 
Historians and other researchers might not have intended a genealogist to use 
their article for ancestral research, yet important details and resources can often be 
found in these articles. Articles might hold clues to migration patterns, local 
history, or existing records.  
 
A tremendous resource provided by these articles is their bibliographic citations, 
which often reference unique manuscripts and archival collections used in 
developing the article that can be goldmines for genealogists. Collections might 
include a journal or series of letters housed in a small repository not yet online or 
the location of a church's records previously unknown.  
 
Electronic resources for finding articles include JSTOR and America History and 
Life, which both provide abstracts and/or full-text versions of articles from 
multiple sources. Major libraries and universities usually have subscriptions to 
these databases.  

 

Identifying Resources 
Take advantage of the tools created by librarians when building your locality 
profile. Examine each of the following resources with the mindset of creating your 
profile, rather than searching within genealogical records. 

 

An Ancestor's Libraries 
Even though it might not have existed when an ancestor lived in the region, the 
local public library can be an important resource for genealogical findings. Online 
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projects, digital records, and other materials might be hiding within the online 
catalog. Be sure to check local, regional, state, and national libraries. 
 
College and Universities 
Searching the library catalog of the college or university located in the town or 
county where your ancestor lived might yield books or collections unavailable in 
other repositories, including local historical studies, personal papers, and other 
resources. 

 
Family History Library Catalog 
The catalog of the world's largest collection of genealogical research is a constant 
resource for anyone conducting genealogical research. Found online at  
FamilySearch.org <http://www.familysearch.org>, the catalog includes active links 
to online collections and other resources. 

 
WorldCat.org 
Cataloging the resources of thousands of libraries across the world, WorldCat 
<http://www.worldcat.org> contains over one billion entries from repositories 
large and small. WorldCat can be a valuable tool when attempting to locate a 
specific book or identify various editions or versions of a resource. 

 
The World Wide Web 
Thousands of resources for local history can be accessed through online searches. 
Conduct broader searches to gather information for your locality profile. 
 
Rather than using surnames as keywords, include words and phrases relating to 
locations, historical events, and other details. As you develop your locality profile, 
consider approaching the Internet and its search engines as you would a library 
catalog – as a listing of potential resources to examine. 

 
For example, searching for data relating to a particular locality allows you to find 
information not easily retrieved through a name search. Localities can include 
countries, states, counties, or towns and should be linked with a broad subject. 
 
Sample search strings include: 

 
• (Gallia AND Oh*) AND (history OR family OR genealogy OR “family 

history”) 
• (Boston AND Mass*) AND revolution* 
• “War of 1812” AND Washington (“New York” OR NY) NOT “George 

• Washington” 

• Baptist* AND Church AND Will (County OR Cty) AND (Illinois OR IL) 
• Migration AND York (County OR Cty) Penn* AND Irish 
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As you build your locality profile of online sources, connect actual record types to 
locations. This will allow your profile to include items unavailable in a digital 
format found in an online catalog, article, or another resource. 
Combine searches for localities and records: 

 
• Cemeter* AND Tompkin* AND (“New York” OR NY) AND (transcript* 
• OR photo*) 
• (Diar* OR Letter*) AND “Putnam Co*” AND Missouri 

• Church AND Caldwell AND (Idaho OR ID) AND Record* 
• Baptist* AND Church AND Will (County OR Cty) AND (Illinois OR IL) 

AND (records OR history OR archives OR library) 

 
Other Resources 
There are thousands of online maps and other locality-based resources that can be 
used by genealogists within their profiles. Other online services provide actual 
images of localities, online histories, and other resources.  
 
David Rumsey Map Collection <http://www.davidrumsey.com> 
The collection includes hundreds of digitized maps from all areas of the world. 
Maps include detailed descriptions and can be downloaded as high-quality images.  
Actual reproductions can also be ordered through the website. 

 
United States Geological Survey <http://www.usgs.gov> 
The USGS website also includes the Geographic Names Information Service 
<http://geonames.usgs.gov>, which provides latitude and longitude coordinates 
for rivers, cemeteries, churches, towns, and other locations throughout the United 
States.  

 
Mailing Lists and Messages Boards 
Archived postings within mailing lists such as those formerly found at Rootsweb 
<http://www.rootsweb.com> centered around localities can be important for 
developing information for a locality profile.  
 
USGenWeb County Pages <http://www.usgenweb.org> 
Though a past resource for some, with pages devoted to each county within the 
United States, the USGenWeb county pages can provide detailed information 
regarding local history, cemeteries, churches, and links to other websites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© 2022, D. Joshua Taylor. All rights reserved. The materials contained herein may not be copied, in whole or in part, without 
the written permission of the author. 
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