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Sources and websites 
 
IGGP research map 
https://iggp.org/german-genealogy-resources-map/ 
 
To identify for a specific place the responsible Kreis (county) and civil registration office use 
Meyers Orts- und Verkehrslexikon from 1912. 
https://www.meyersgaz.org/ 
 
Archives in Rhineland and Westphalia   Guide 
https://www.archive.nrw.de/en 
 

 
Primarily catholic church books 
https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/ 
 
Primarily lutheran church books ($) 
https://www.archion.de/en/ 
 

Civil status register of the jews population 

in the Prussian Administrative District of Minden between 1808 – 1874 
in the Prussian Administrative District of Arnsberg between 1808 – 1874 
in the Prussian Administrative District of Münster between 1808 – 1874 
Index to this records 
 

Civil Vital Records 1874 – 1900/38 
https://www.archive.nrw.de/en/landesarchiv-nrw/geschichte-erfahren/familienforschung/digital-
family-research 
 
Civil registration records for birth, marriage and death exist in Prussia since October 1874. 
Online avaible are marriage records from 1874 to 1900 and death records from 1874 to 1938. 
Birth records are not yet available online. 
 
Index to marriage records on “My Heritage” ($) 
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-20726/germany-north-rhine-westphalia-marriages-
1874-1899 
 
Index to death records on “My Heritage” ($) 
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10864/germany-north-rhine-westphalia-deaths-
1874-1938 
 
Historical newspapers in Germany 
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper?lang=en 
 
Historical newspapers in Nordrhein-Westfalen 
https://zeitpunkt.nrw/ 



Regional Societies  
 
Westfälische Gesellschaft für Genealogie 
https://www.wggf.de/index.php?Basiswissen:Auswanderung 
 
Arbeitskreis Familienforschung Osnabrück e.V.  
https://osfa.de/vorstand 
 
Arbeitsgruppe Familienforschung Kreis Herford 
https://hf-gen.de/projekte/ 
 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Genealogie im Historischen Verein für die Grafschaft Ravensberg 
e.V. 
https://www.hv-ravensberg.de/ag-genealogie.html 
 
Naturwissenschaftlicher und Historischer Verein für das Land Lippe e.V. 
http://www.lippe-auswanderer.de/index-eng.htm 
 
Roland zu Dortmund 
https://www.roland-dortmund.de/ 
info@roland-zu-dortmund.de 
 
Arbeitskreis Familienforschung östliches Münsterland e.V. 
https://ahlengen.de/ 
 

 
Other useful websites 
 
Historical maps in Westphalia 
https://www.tim-online.nrw.de/tim-online2/ 
 
Last name distribution in Germany 
https://legacy.stoepel.net/en 
or 
https://nvk.genealogy.net/map/ 
 
Last name distribution, more detailed for Westfalen 
https://www.lwl.org/familiennamen-in-westfalen/ 
 
KVK- A virtual library catalog for books (worldwide) 
https://kvk.bibliothek.kit.edu/index.html?lang=en&digitalOnly=0&embedFulltitle=0&newTab=0 
 
A digital network of dictionaries, lexicons, and encyclopedias in German languages and 
dialects 
https://woerterbuchnetz.de/ 
 
 
Collection of Emigrant Letters (Request for Assistance) 
https://www.auswandererbriefe.de/ 



Some regional databases with names of emigrants 
 
Emigration from the area of the former Osnabrück district during the period 1823 to 1870 
https://www.arcinsys.niedersachsen.de/arcinsys/start.action?oldNodeid= 
 
Emigrants from the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg to St. Louis, MO 
https://www.auswanderer-
oldenburg.de/placesearch.php?psearch=Saint%20Louis,%20Saint%20Louis,%20MO,%20USA&ope
r=eq 
 
Emigrant database for the state of Lippe 
http://www.lippe-auswanderer.de/AuswandererLippe-USA/html/frames.htm 
 
Emigrant list for Kreis Bielefeld 
https://www.stadtarchiv-bielefeld.de/Portals/0/PDFs/Minninger_Bielefelder_in_Nordamerika.pdf 
 
Emigrant list for the Kreis Gütersloh 
https://www.westfalenhoefe.de/stammbaum/doku.php?id=wiki:gt.westfalenhoefe_auswanderer 
 
Emigrant list for the Kreise Paderborn and Büren 
https://www.westfalenhoefe.de/stammbaum/doku.php?id=wiki:pb.westfalenhoefe_auswanderer 
 
Emigrant list for Borghorst and Burgsteinfurt 
https://epflicht.ulb.uni-muenster.de/download/pdf/443023 
 


