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Purpose:
To identify, recognize, and 

archive the lineage of historical 
St. Louis families

Founding Families 1765–1804

Pioneer Families 1805–1821

Immigrant Families 1822–1865



The geographic area includes

• All parts of St. Louis 
City and County 
today, plus any area 
that was previously 
St. Louis County. 
The document must 

state St. Louis.



Eligibility

Did one or more of your ancestors 
live in St. Louis City or County?

Provide proof of your direct lineage to this ancestor by 
submitting documentation of birth, marriage, and death for 
your ancestors. (Family histories are not acceptable as 
proof.)

• Did they marry in St. Louis? Submit a copy of the 
marriage record. (Not an index)

• Are they listed in the census? Submit a copy of the 
census record. (Not an abstract)

• Did they own property in St. Louis? Submit a copy of 
the deed record.

Submit 
applications 
for male and 

female 
ancestors.



Acceptable Records

• Vital
• Cemetery 
• Census
• Religious
• School

• Land
• Military
• Naturalization
• Probate
• Newspaper
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Do not send original 
documents! Copies submitted 

will be retained in the FFStL file.



First Families of St. Louis Fee Structure

Applicant 1 (Mom)

Must be a StLGS member

$25 for first ancestor

$10 for each ancestor thereafter

Applicant 3 (Son)

Must be a StLGS member

$25 for first ancestor

$10 for each ancestor thereafter

Each person that joins 
FFStL must be a StLGS 
member. Each applicant 

starts with the $25 fee for 
THEIR first ancestor, even 

if someone else has 
applied under that same 

ancestor’s name.

Applicant 2 (Daughter)

Must be a StLGS member

$25 for first ancestor

$10 for each ancestor thereafter



Include 
StLGS 

membership 
number

When listing a female 
use her maiden name.

Check appropriate box First Page of Application

List your name as you
would like it to appear

on the certificate.



List the document
that proves the

relationship 
between parent

and child.

On the last 
generation, list the

document that
proves residency.

Name the document that proves
the fact listed and the corresponding
document number you assigned it.

Application Process



Provide proof of female
applicant’s maiden name. 

Documents must show the 
same date and place listed

on the application.

Application Process

Documentation for the spouse
is not required or needed.



Census documents
should include 

the top of the page.

Mark your 
family name on 
the document
with a star, 

arrow, or underline.

Place a 
number on each

document. Record
that number on the

application.

5

Do not highlight
any part of the 

documents please!



Reduce documents to fit on 8 1/2 x 
11 paper. Then add the citation for 

that document.

Citations can be listed on a label 
which is then added to the 

bottom margin of the document. 

Citation example:

How to submit documents

Document number

2



Print ancestor’s name  
as you want it to appear

on the certificate.

Check the
appropriate

box regarding
microfilming 
your records.

Date and 
sign the

application

Last Page of Application



Summary

1. Determine which ancestors lived 
in St. Louis before 1865.

2. Gather, label, and copy all 
documents. (Do not send original 
documents!)

3. Fill out application.

4. Mail application, documents, and 
fee to StLGS.

Make check payable to 
St. Louis Genealogical Society

or use your credit card

Current StLGS member:
One FFStL ancestor $25

Current StLGS member:
One FFStL ancestor $25
Second FFStL ancestor $10
Total $35

New StLGS member:
One FFStL ancestor $25
Membership $25
Total $50

Your application will be processed 
as quickly as possibly by the 

volunteers. 

When approved, your certificate 
and membership pin will be 

mailed to you.
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The StLGS
First Families of St. Louis

volunteers await your 
application.
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